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This worksheet will help you to prepare for the Midterm.  It will produce valuable material for your essay. 
 
Use this worksheet as an opportunity to practice formal writing.  When you answer the questions, give complete sentences.  For the sake of this exercise, write each answer so that it can “stand alone” from the question.  In other words, include identifying information (book title, full names, etc.).  You may also write on the back of this page or on a separate sheet.
 
Prompt:  Is Gogol depressed?  What details from Jhumpa Lahiri’s novel The Namesake indicate to you that this is the case?  What does Gogol’s character suggest to you about the challenges of having a mixed cultural identity?
 
INTRO
 
1.  Write a 1-2 sentence synopsis of The Namesake
 
Gogol is always battling to maintain his allegiance to both realms. As a result, the novel's central topic is one of identity. Examining the relevance of one's culture and origin, gender, and name as the defining of patriarchal lineage and destiny in life exemplifies this point.
 
2.  Write one sentence that introduces Gogol as a character in the novel.

Gogol is a sensitive, obedient, and curious youngster who is close to his parents and sister.

3.  Do you think Gogol is depressed?  Yes or No (circle one).  This will inform your thesis statement.
 
 
BODY
 
3. Find 3 brief textual passages that respond to the prompt and highlight them in your book.  Circle any significant terms.  Mark any unfamiliar ones as well.  List the passages below in sections a, b, and c.  Include the page number of your quote, in parentheses. 

After each quote, write two sentences that discuss the passage and link back to your thesis statement.

Hint:  there’s a lot of good material for this on pages 75-77 and 99-103.  You are welcome, however, to quote from any page in the novel. 
 
a. Quote: “The thought of this eventual demise provides no sense of victory, no solace”.


	Discuss:  Gogol is heartbroken that he would no longer have someone in his life to call him the name he despises. The name was the first thing his father gave him, and now that he is no longer alive, Gogol feels as if he is losing his identity.



b. Quote: “It will be a tiny, odd fact about him, an anecdote ... for a future dinner party”.


Discuss: Moushumi betrays Gogol's confidence by telling her friends about his pet name, which he had hoped would stay a secret between them. Gogol believes that this betrayal is also an indication that he is nothing more than a fascinating story for her to tell at dinner parties with her academic friends, implying that he is unimportant to her.

c. Quote: The new invitation, designed by Ashima ... is the only thing that isn't a leftover. 


Discuss: Gogol and Moushumi are at odds because she hasn't entirely let go of her feelings for Graham, who abandoned her just before their wedding. Moushumi, Gogol believes, views him as a stand-in and a consolation, someone familiar to help her cope with her sorrow.
 
 
CONCLUSION
 
4.  What larger lesson about identity can you draw from Lahiri’s characterization of Gogol?  Write two sentences on this.  Here, you should aim for a moral of sorts-- something that all readers can learn from reading the novel and apply to their own lives.

Gogol feels like a child when he hears "Gogol." As a result, Gogol formally changes his name, not to alter how the rest of the world sees him, but to help him change how he sees himself. As part of a wider process of personal development and growth, he changes his name.
